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Reading with your kids is important. We all know this. If you're like me, you dive into book after book with abandon.But it turns out that by plowing through stories, we may be missing a key step: prediction. According to educators, we should be getting our children to think about what they’ll be reading before they begin. Otis Kriegel, an elementary
school teacher in New York City, explains why in this video:When your kid takes the time to contemplate what he’s about to read, making predictions based on what he already knows, he’ll be more invested in the story and more likely to understand and retain the material. It’s not about being right or wrong in the end, but about sparking that feeling
of “Oooh, I can’t wait to find out what happens next!” That feeling, of course, is what turns us into lifelong readers. Here are some ways to help young kids predict what they’re reading: Show them the cover and ask, “What do you think this book will be about? Why?”Take a “picture walk,” as Kriegel suggests. Flip through the pages of illustrated
book, and without reading any words, let them to form their own ideas about the story. (If their ideas are way off—say, the pictures show a tractor on a farm and your kid hypothesizes that monkeys will be dropping down from outer space—have a discussion after you finish the book about how the illustrations give clues about the story.)Use Post-Its to
cover important words in the story, and see if they can guess what those words are when they land upon them. In the middle of a story, stop and ask them what they think is going to happen on the next page. Use the “I think because ” structure. If you're into worksheets, have them fill out this one to help them organize their thoughts.
After the final page, ask, “If you could write the next chapter, what would happen?” It helps them to stay curious even after the story ends. Last Updated on August 11, 2021 Whether you're five or ninety five, the internet has a lot to offer. Particularly when the topic is education, the resources on the internet are endless. Best of all, many high quality
sites are completely free. From history to coding, excellent, free online education awaits on the following 23 sites.1. CourseraCoursera is a website that partners with universities and organizations around the world. This brings a wide variety of topics and perspectives to one searchable database.Coursera is a powerful tool for free online education
and includes courses from many top universities, museums and trusts. This gives the site an extremely wide range of in-depth courses.Coursera is extremely useful if you're looking to study many different topics, or want courses from different schools and groups. However, the free courses are now quite limited, so you’ll have to2. Khan
AcademyPartnering with many post secondary schools, Khan Academy offers a useable, well-organized interface. Also curating many courses from around the web, Khan Academy offers impressive depth on many different subjects. Among the more well-known educational sites, Khan Academy is also incredibly user-friendly, which may make it easier
to keep learning goals. If you're looking for a free online education, you can’t go wrong with Khan Academy.3. Open Culture Online Courseslf you are struggling to find exactly the material you are looking for, try Open Culture’s listing of free online education courses. The page highlights 1000 lectures, videos, and podcasts from universities around
the world.The site features a lot of material found only on universities’ private sites, all in easy-to-browse categories. This means you can find hundreds of university courses without having to visit and search each university’s site.Open Culture’s list features courses from England, Australia, Wales, and many state universities around the United States.
It’s a very helpful resource for finding many courses in one area of study.4. Udemy Udemy’s free courses are similar in concept to Coursera’s but additionally allows users to build custom courses from lessons. Working with many top professors and schools, the site mixes the customizable platform of other sites with a heavy emphasis on top-quality
content. This is another site, however, that mixes free and paid content.5. Lifehack Fast Track ClassLifehack believes in skills that multiply your time, energy, and overall quality of life.In this rapidly changing world, traditional education skills just don’t cut it anymore. You can’t afford to take years learning a skill you’ll never really practice. Besides
offering some paid courses that will help you become a better self, it offers a list of free courses which aim to train some of the Core Life Multipliers including: How to stop procrastinating to reach your goal - Hack Your Procrastination These are cross-functional skills that work across many aspects of life.6. Academic EarthAnother site with courses
from many different schools is Academic Earth. Much like the three sites above, Academic Earth brings together top notch courses from many different sources and focuses on offering a wide variety of subjects.Academic Earth lists courses by subject and school, so it might be easier to find what you’re looking for.7. edXAnother great option for free
online education is edX. Also bringing together courses from many different schools, the site has impressive, quality information for everyone. edX covers a great range of topics from universities such as Harvard, MIT, and Berkeley, meaning a high-quality, free online education is entirely possible here.8. AlisonUnlike the previous sites on this list,
Alison is a free education site offering certification in some areas. Alison offers courses mainly in business, technology, and health, but also includes language learning courses.It’s a great option if users need a professional certificate for their learning, as Alison also offers school curriculum courses.9. iTunesU Free CoursesA very convenient place for
free online education is iTunesU, because it integrates seamlessly with your iPod or any app-ready Apple mobile device. On an iPad, iPhone, or iPod touch, users download the iTunesU app. Desktop users can access iTunesU on the upper right hand corner of the iTunes Store. iTunesU is also convenient because the store is categorized much like
iTunes. Users can search learning materials in many different ways, including by genre and topic. However, courses are often a mix of free podcasts or videos and paid content. iTunesU does include courses on a variety of topics, but it does not integrate with Android, Google or Windows mobile devices.10. Stanford OnlineYour hub for all the online
offerings from Stanford University, Stanford Online offers self-paced and session-based courses. While Coursera features some courses from Stanford, many classes are only available via other hosts. Some courses require iTunes, but most are completed in your web browser.Stanford Online is a great site for high-quality courses, though the topics are
somewhat limited compared to sites partnered with more than one school. If you’'re looking for free courses, make sure to mark the “free” option on the left-hand side.11. Open Yale CoursesOpen Yale Courses echoes Stanford Online, in that it offers only courses from Yale. While the site is similarly limited to topics taught at the school, Open Yale
Courses offers a lot of videos of actual campus lectures. The availability of videos makes the site a great option if you’re looking for quality courses but learn better by watching than by reading.12. UC Berkeley Class CentralMuch like the other schools on this list, UC Berkeley has a variety of free online education options. The school has slightly fewer
courses than the schools above, but it includes some supplementary lectures, webcasts, and RSS Feeds, making it easy to keep up with the topics you choose.13. MIT OpenCourseWareSimilarly, MIT offers a variety of free courses. The school has a comparable number of courses to the schools above, and it includes very in-depth course materials on
the subjects available. MIT also offers free RSS feeds, a convenient way to continue learning.14. Carnegie Mellon Open Learning InitiativeCarnegie Mellon’s free online education site is comparable with the other school’s on this list. However, Open Learning Initiative also covers a smaller range of topics, but for the topics that are covered,
impressive, in-depth material is available.15. CodecademyCodecademy is a website dedicated specifically to teaching coding. Where other coding sites follow an example/practice session workflow, Codecademy includes a live practice window. This means you can practice coding while still viewing the lesson material. The courses at Codecademy are
well-written and easy to follow, and the website is organized very nicely. Codecademy features a centralized dashboard where you can monitor your progress, and it organizes lessons into complete modules. This lets you learn an entire language without needing to pick the next course manually.16. CodeCode is another website focused on coding and
app writing. A site with high-quality courses, Code also features learning options for kids.In addition to kid-friendly courses, Code offers free online education classes on a wide variety of technology topics. These classes include app writing, robotics, and Javascript.Most of the courses are also geared in a such a way that they can be useful in a
classroom setting. This makes Code a great resource for harder to find coding topics, as well as various learning settings.17. University of Oxford PodcastsThe University of Oxford features many different podcasts. Most are public lecture series or lectures from visiting professors, with several different recordings available. The advantage to this
particular site is that podcasts are organized into series, making it easy to subscribe to multiple lectures on one topic. This is another great site for thoroughly in-depth lectures.18. BBC PodcastsFor the more casual learner, the BBC offers a wide variety of podcasts on many different topics. Most podcasts are updated weekly and focus on everything
from finance, to sports, to current events.Through the World Service line of podcasts, there are also many in different languages. The focus of these podcasts are less in-depth and theory based, which may be more accessible to the average person.19. TED-EdAnother great destination for more general learning and free online education is TED-Ed.
From the same people that brought you the all-encompassing, motivational web series comes a site chocked full of educational videos. Most include impressive animation, and all are ten minutes long or less. Not only is TED-Ed an excellent site for the curious, but it also includes supplemental materials and quizzes on the videos. This makes the site
extremely useful in formal education settings, as well as in entertaining ways to brush up on new discoveries and topics. 20. LessonPathsLessonPaths is another great tool for those looking for a more usable and convenient way to access learning material. On this site, users create link playlists of their favorite learning materials from other sites. Users
then rank these collections, making it easy to find many different high-quality, accessible sources on a given topic.21. MemriseAnother impressive free online education site offering ease of use and convenience is Memrise. Available both on desktop and as an app, Memrise is a particularly powerful tool if you are studying a language. The site
encompasses many other topics as well, though some of the course material is user generated content. Part of what makes Memrise special is their integration of games into the learning materials, mixing learning with entertainment.22. National Geographic KidsThe kids site for National Geographic is another site that makes free online education
applicable for younger users. For those looking for kid-friendly education, a large variety of games, puzzles, videos and photos keep kids interested on this site. National Geographic Kids doesn’t organize learning into courses, making materials available by topic and medium instead. This makes National Geographic Kids a good option for those
looking for a more casual learning environment.23. Fun BrainFun Brain is another great option for kids looking for free online education, as it focuses on games and fun puzzles. Particularly focused on math and reading, Fun Brain’s game-based approach can be valuable if the child in question struggles to pay attention. Fun Brain offers rewards and
challenges as well, and it is another site aimed at a casual learning experience for kids K-8.The Bottom LineWith so many amazing free online education resources, everyone has the ability to boost their skills and knowledge. Whether you're interested in picking up some interesting trivia for your next party, improve your resume with some coding or
business skills, or become a more well-rounded person, these resources are perfect for you.More About Online LearningFeatured photo credit: Dai KE via unsplash.com Leon HoFounder of Lifehack Read full profile Share Pin it Tweet Share Email To learn fast, the first thing you want is to read fast. This weekend, I want to introduce an online speed
reading test for you. First, you have to read a couple of paragraphs to see how many words per minute (WPM) you can achieve. Then you need to answer some questions to show your comprehension on the text content. By combining both results, it shows how efficient are you in reading. Also another good information to note is that: Research shows
that reading is around 25% slower from a computer screen than from paper. This difference generally increases with increasing reading speed. Thus you may slightly increase your results to find your speed when reading from paper. That would be why I always prefer to read documents on the paper other than read it on screen. How do you go on the
test? Speed Reading Test Online - [ReadingSoft] Share Pin it Tweet Share Email Photo Courtesy: MoMo Productions/Getty Images Reading is important for kids of all ages, whether they're reading on their own or hearing stories from teachers, parents and the other adults in their lives. It's especially important for first graders because they're still
learning language, and reading helps them understand the sounds and patterns words make. You can shop for books in stores, check them out from libraries and even buy them online, but you can also find free or inexpensive digital books for kids online. Reading them is as easy as visiting one of these websites. Some may require a membership
signup, but for most of them, you can go straight to the link and start reading. Wilbooks offers free digital books for kids ages pre-K through third grade and reading levels A through M. You can also sort their books by collection or series. For example, there are books that are Common Core-approved, Spanish language books, joke books, alphabet
books and more. Photo Courtesy: Catherine Falls Commercial/Getty Images Many of the books are free to read online. However, for a monthly fee or annual subscription, you can receive physical books in the mail and access educational printables. Individual, school and classroom accounts are all available. If you want to stick to the dozens of free
books available, click on the one you like, and it will appear in a pop-up window. Once it does, you can start reading. At FunBrain, you'll find a selection of books for elementary and middle grades, including some of the popular books and series that kids love the most. Look for titles like Judy Moody, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Smashie McPerter, Amelia,
Stink and more. Each title gives a suggested grade level range. Photo Courtesy: Povilas Baltinas / EyeEm/Getty Images However, if you're reading with your child, you may find that you want to work your way through all of the books, even the ones for older kids. The FunBrain site also has games for kids of ages and videos like Kidz Bop, Teen Titans
Go! and Highlights Kids. It also has informative videos on topics like getting along with siblings or dealing with bullies. The site even has a section on math. Created by Oxford University Press, Oxford Owl offers a free site for parents and children to use at home, as well as a membership version for teachers and schools. The home version offers a free
eBook library for kids ages 3 to 11, including both fiction and nonfiction. Photo Courtesy: Klaus Vedfelt/Getty Images You can also browse by series or Oxford Reading Level. Beyond books, the Oxford Owl site offers a blog with advice for parents and kids on topics like summer reading and what to expect when school starts. There are math games and
phonics guides, and you'll find a selection of activities to do at home, sorted by age and grade level. One of the most well-known sites where you'll find free online books for kids is Storyline Online. It's won several awards, including an Emmy, and it's been endorsed by the American Library Association. Photo Courtesy: Westend61/Getty Images The
site is filled with some of the most popular kids' books, and rather than read them yourself, you can watch a video of a celebrity like Kevin Costner, Eva Longoria or Betty White read them to you. Each book has its own activity guide, and you can buy the books from the site if you'd like to own a physical copy. The International Children's Digital
Library has one of the biggest selections of kids' books online. Choose from more than 4,000 titles in approximately 60 languages. You can narrow the selections down by age, length of book, topic and other categories. Photo Courtesy: Maskot/Getty Images You can even search for books that are from each continent. If you sign up for a free account,
you can create a virtual bookshelf with your child's favorites so that you can find them easily when you want.
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