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By	Alexander	Poirier	i	Bet_Noire/iStock/Getty	Images	The	Xbox	360	console	allows	you	to	store	music,	movies,	game	saves	and	full	digital	copies	of	games	on	its	hard	drive.	If	you	wish,	you	can	also	connect	an	external	USB	drive	to	the	system,	in	order	to	add	a	maximum	of	16GB	to	its	existing	storage	space.	Only	certain	types	of	drives,	however,	are
compatible.	The	Xbox	360	is	compatible	with	certain	external	hard	drives	that	are	formatted	to	the	Windows	FAT32	file	system.	Though	you	can	connect	any	hard	drive	that	is	at	least	1GB	in	size,	the	Xbox	360	can	only	use	up	to	16GB	of	the	hard	drive's	storage	space.	There	are	no	specific	hard	drive	brands	that	are	universally	compatible	with	the
Xbox	360	game	console.	The	Xbox	360	is	also	compatible	with	USB	flash	drives	formatted	to	the	FAT32	file	system.	As	with	external	USB	hard	drives,	you	can	only	utilize	up	to	16GB	of	the	flash	drive's	available	storage	space,	and	the	flash	drive	must	have	a	minimum	of	1GB	of	space	available.	Unlike	with	external	USB	hard	drives,	however,	Microsoft
manufactures	a	USB	flash	drive	that	is	designed	for	use	specifically	with	the	Xbox	360	console.	To	determine	whether	or	not	your	USB	drive	will	work	with	your	Xbox	360	system,	turn	on	the	system	and	connect	the	USB	drive	to	one	of	the	system's	USB	ports.	Scroll	to	the	"My	Xbox"	section	of	the	Xbox	360's	menu	and	select	the	"System	Settings"
option.	Scroll	down	to	and	select	the	"Memory"	option,	followed	by	the	"USB	Storage	Device"	option.	Select	the	"Configure	Now"	option.	The	Xbox	360	will	now	check	to	see	whether	or	not	the	drive	can	be	used	with	the	system.	If	the	tests	come	back	positive,	the	Xbox	360	will	configure	the	drive	and	the	device	will	be	ready	to	be	used	with	the
system.	Connect	the	USB	storage	device	to	the	system.	Scroll	to	the	"My	Xbox"	section	of	the	Xbox	360's	menu	and	select	the	"System	Settings"	option,	followed	by	the	"Memory"	option.	Select	the	system's	main	storage	device	from	the	"Memory"	menu	and	highlight	the	files	you	want	to	copy	onto	the	USB	storage	device.	Press	the	"A"	button,	select
"Copy"	or	"Move,"	and	select	the	USB	storage	device	from	the	menu.	Whenever	you	start	a	game,	you	will	be	asked	which	storage	device	you	wish	to	use;	if	you	wish	to	save	the	game's	data	to	the	USB	storage	device,	select	it	when	prompted.	Microsoft’s	Xbox	One	can	now	play	a	limited	number	of	Xbox	360	games.	But	it’s	not	as	simple	as	inserting
any	old	disc	and	starting	it	up.	Only	some	games	will	work,	and	the	Xbox	One	runs	them	in	an	emulator.	How	Backwards	Compatibility	Works	The	Xbox	One	isn’t	normally	capable	of	playing	Xbox	360	games.	Instead,	Microsoft	created	an	emulator	that	simulates	the	Xbox	360’s	hardware	and	software.	Xbox	360	games	run	inside	this	emulator.	It’s
similar	to	how	the	“virtual	console”	games	work	on	Nintendo’s	Wii	U	and	Wii,	or	how	you’d	run	old	console	games	in	emulators	on	a	PC.	Not	all	games	will	run	in	the	emulator.	If	you	have	an	Xbox	360	game	that’s	compatible	with	your	Xbox	One,	you	can	insert	it	into	your	Xbox	One’s	disc	drive.	The	Xbox	One	will	then	download	a	ported	version	of	that
game	from	Microsoft’s	servers	and	make	it	available	on	your	console	alongside	your	other	installed	games.	If	you	have	a	digital	copy	of	the	game,	you	can	download	it	from	Microsoft’s	servers	like	you’d	download	any	other	digital	Xbox	One	game.	RELATED:	How	to	Take	Screenshots	and	Record	Videos	on	an	Xbox	One	Once	you	do	get	a	game
running,	it	should	work	well.	You	can	even	use	the	Xbox	One’s	Game	DVR	feature	to	record	your	gameplay	in	in	Xbox	360	game.	Eurogamer	tested	many	major	games	and	found	that	many	of	them	performed	better	on	the	Xbox	One	than	the	Xbox	360,	although	some	games	had	minor	hitches	and	graphical	problems	that	didn’t	appear	on	the	Xbox	360.
But	again:	all	this	only	works	if	the	Microsoft	has	made	the	game	compatible	with	the	Xbox	One.	Each	game’s	publisher	will	need	to	sign	off	on	this,	and	not	every	publisher	has	done	so.	How	to	Check	if	an	Xbox	360	Game	Will	Work	on	Your	Xbox	One	Before	you	go	out	of	your	way	to	get	an	Xbox	360	game	for	your	Xbox	One,	be	sure	it’s	actually
compatible.	The	Backwards	Compatibility	page	on	Microsoft’s	Xbox	website	contains	a	comprehensive	list	of	backwards	compatible	games	and	shows	games	that	were	recently	added	to	the	program.	There’s	also	this	text-only	list.	If	a	game	you	want	to	play	isn’t	backwards	compatible	yet,	check	back	in	the	future.	Microsoft	regularly	adds	more	games
to	the	backwards	compatibility	program.	How	to	Install	and	Play	an	Xbox	360	Game	on	Your	Xbox	One	If	you	don’t	have	a	game	you	want	to	play	yet,	there	are	two	ways	to	get	one.	First,	you	can	acquire	a	physical	copy	of	the	game.	This	can	be	either	a	new	copy	or	a	used	copy,	so	you	may	be	able	to	find	a	good	deal	on	a	website	like	eBay	or	Amazon
(or	at	your	local	video	game	shop).	Used	copies	work	well	because	the	Xbox	One	doesn’t	actually	play	the	game	from	the	disc.	The	Xbox	One	just	needs	to	check	the	disc	and	verify	what	it	is.	The	actual	game	is	downloaded	from	Microsoft’s	servers	and	run	from	your	Xbox	One’s	hard	drive.	As	long	as	the	Xbox	One	can	recognize	the	disc,	you’re	fine.
Once	you	have	the	disc,	insert	it	into	your	Xbox	One.	The	Xbox	One	will	tell	you	it	needs	to	download	an	“update”	for	the	game.	It’s	really	downloading	the	entire	ported	version	of	the	game.	When	it’s	done,	you	just	have	to	launch	the	game	like	you	would	any	other.	The	Xbox	One	will	need	the	game’s	disc	in	its	disc	drive	while	you	play	it	to	confirm
you	do	indeed	own	the	game,	but	the	game	will	actually	run	from	the	Xbox	One’s	internal	drive	and	not	the	disc.	You	can	also	purchase	digital	copies	of	Xbox	360	games	from	Microsoft’s	Xbox	store.	If	you	already	own	a	digital	copy	of	the	game,	you’ll	find	it	available	for	installation	on	your	Xbox	One	alongside	any	normal	Xbox	One	games	you	have.
Head	to	My	Games	and	Apps	>	Ready	to	Install	to	see	games	and	apps	you	can	install.	If	you	have	an	Xbox	Live	Gold	subscription,	you’ll	also	be	able	to	download	the	Xbox	360	games	given	away	for	free	every	month	on	your	Xbox	One.	Microsoft	has	promised	that	all	future	Xbox	360	games	included	with	Xbox	Live	Gold	will	be	compatible	with	the
Xbox	One.	How	Does	DLC	Work?	Downloadable	content	works	in	backwards	compatible	Xbox	360	games	on	the	Xbox	One,	too.	You	can	buy	the	DLC	on	the	Xbox	Store	and	it	will	“just	work”	in	the	backwards	compatible	game,	as	if	you	were	playing	the	game	on	an	Xbox	360.	Games	with	bundled	DLC	should	work	properly.	For	example,	Red	Dead
Redemption	for	Xbox	360	is	available	in	three	different	editions:	Red	Dead	Redemption	(standard),	Red	Dead	Redemption:	Undead	Nightmare,	and	Red	Dead	Redemption:	Game	of	the	Year	Edition.	All	three	discs	are	compatible	and	work	how	you’d	expect	them	to.	The	“Game	of	the	Year”	edition	disc	comes	with	all	the	additional	content,	so	it	will	just
work	in	the	game.	The	standard	disc	doesn’t	come	with	any	additional	content,	but	you	can	choose	to	purchase	the	DLC	from	the	Xbox	Store	and	it	will	be	enabled	in	your	game.	That’s	how	it	should	work	for	most	games,	in	theory.	In	practice,	we	found	that	the	Xbox	One	just	downloaded	the	base	version	of	Fable	II	when	we	inserted	a	Fable	II:	Game
of	the	Year	Edition	disc.	The	system	wanted	us	to	purchase	the	DLC	that	should	have	been	included	with	the	game.	The	Xbox	One	can’t	seem	to	tell	the	difference	between	the	base	and	game	of	the	year	versions	of	this	particular	game.	The	Xbox	One	may	be	confused	about	some	other	“Game	of	the	Year”	games	and	their	DLC,	too–we’re	not	sure	if
this	problem	is	specific	to	this	one	game	or	not.	All	in	all,	though,	the	system	works	pretty	well–and	should	have	you	playing	your	old	Xbox	360	games	in	no	time.	The	Xbox	360	has	been	around	for	many	years	now,	which	means	it	has	a	huge	library	of	gorgeous	looking	games.	Here	are	our	picks	for	ten	of	the	prettiest	looking	titles	you	can	play	on	the
system.	The	order	of	the	list	doesn't	really	matter,	they	all	look	great.	Gears	of	War	set	the	bar	for	Xbox	360	graphics	pretty	high	in	2006,	but	it	was	polished	and	perfected	later	by	Gears	of	War	3.	The	third	entry	in	the	popular	action	franchise	looks	totally	gorgeous,	with	the	best	lighting,	particle	effects,	and	explosions	in	the	series.	It	still	looks
fantastic	even	today.	Alan	Wake	still	stands	as	one	of	the	best	horror	games	on	Xbox	360,	and	even	now,	it	still	looks	awesome.	The	lighting	effects	are	top-notch,	which	isn't	surprising	considering	that	light	is	your	greatest	weapon	in	the	game.	Everything	else	looks	fantastic	too,	of	course.	The	DiRT	series	of	rally	racing	games	has	always	looked
good,	but	it	peaked	on	Xbox	360	with	DiRT	3.	The	best	looking	car	models.	The	best	lighting.	The	best	weather	and	dust	and	smoke	effects.	DiRT	3	looks	absolutely	gorgeous.	We	prefer	the	gameplay	in	Fight	Night	Round	3,	but	if	you're	looking	for	pretty	visuals,	Fight	Night	Champion	is	the	clear	winner	(and	it	does	play	pretty	well,	too).	The
character	models	are	simply	outstanding	and	the	animation	is	perfect,	but	details	like	cuts	and	bruises	showing	damage	during	the	fight	are	simply	awesome.	Not	only	that,	but	the	crowd	even	looks	great	in	this	game!	It	seems	cute	and	cuddly	at	first	glance,	but	don’t	pass	up	Viva	Pinata	because	you	think	it's	a	kids	game.	The	fuzzy	little	piñatas	are
amazingly	great	looking,	and	the	gardens	they	inhabit	are	lush	and	completely	wonderful.	The	animation	is	also	very	good,	and	just	sitting	back	and	watching	your	piñatas	play	around	in	your	garden	is	one	of	the	simple	joys	of	video	games	that's	too	often	overlooked.	The	Crysis	series	is	synonymous	with	great	graphics,	and	Crysis	3	is	the	best	looking
of	the	bunch.	It's	just	great-looking	all	around,	with	amazing	lighting	and	special	effects	and	stunning	environmental	detail.	It's	neck-and-neck	between	DiRT	3	and	Forza	4,	but	we	have	to	give	the	best	overall	racing	game	visuals	on	Xbox	360	to	Forza.	This	game	implemented	a	new	lighting	engine	that	makes	it	look	awesomely	realistic.	Turn	10	really
knows	what	they're	doing.	The	Xbox	One	version	of	Call	of	Duty:	Advanced	Warfare	got	all	of	the	attention,	but	the	360	version	is	actually	really	great	as	well.	It	stands	as	easily	the	best	looking	CoD	game	on	the	older	console,	with	awesome	special	effects	and	environmental	details.	The	best	looking	fighting	game	on	Xbox	360	is	undoubtedly	one	of
the	various	versions	of	Dead	or	Alive	5.	Say	what	you	want	about	the	female	fighters'	jiggling	assets,	the	game	looks	amazing,	with	great	character	models	with	realistic	skin	textures	and	awesome	environmental	details.	Fighters	even	pick	up	dirt	and	sweat	as	they	battle,	and	water	changes	how	they	look	as	well.	The	game	is	just	stunning.	Halo	was
always	a	good-looking	series	but	it	was	never	on	the	bleeding	edge	of	visuals	until	Halo	4.	This	game's	crazy	stunning.	The	first	level	will	blow	your	mind,	and	it	stays	consistently	gorgeous	for	the	rest	of	the	campaign.	Some	folks	don't	dig	the	gameplay	direction	the	series	went	in	with	this	installment,	but	you	have	to	respect	the	visuals.	Thanks	for
letting	us	know!	Tell	us	why!	
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