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Psychological assessment — also known as psychological testing — is done to help a psychologist better understand an individual and provide valuable insights into the individual’s behavior, skills, thoughts and personality. Psychological testing commonly includes intelligence testing, personality testing, and skills testing, among other
areas.Psychological assessment is never focused on a single test score or number. Every person has a range of competencies that can be evaluated through a number of methods. A psychologist is there to evaluate the competencies as well as the limitations of the person, and report on them in an objective but helpful manner. A psychological
assessment report will not only note weaknesses found in testing, but also the individual’s strengths.There are a number of core principles that form the foundation for psychological assessment:Tests are samples of behavior.Tests do not directly reveal traits or capacities, but may allow inferences to be made about the person being examined.Tests
should have adequate reliability and validity.Test scores and other test performances may be adversely affected by temporary states of fatigue, anxiety, or stress; by disturbances in temperament or personality; or by brain damage.Test results should be interpreted in light of the person’s cultural background, primary language, and any handicaps.Test
results are dependent on the person’s cooperation and motivation.Tests purporting to measure the same ability may produce different scores for that ability.Test results should be interpreted in relation to other behavioral data and to case history information, never in isolation.Psychological assessment is a powerful tool, but its effectiveness depends
upon the skill and knowledge of the person administering and interpreting the test. When used wisely and in a cautious manner, psychological assessment can help a person learn more about themselves and gain valuable insights. When used inappropriated, psychological testing can mislead a person who is making an important life decision or
decision about treatment, possibly causing harm.Good psychologists know this and will take great care in writing up a psychological assessment report, communicating in careful and cautious language. A doctoral program in educational psychology provides advanced training in psychological methods, research, and practice. Graduate students study
the process of human learning, including how we understand things, communicate new information to others, and create new knowledge. They conduct original research, write a dissertation, and complete an internship or practicum to prepare for roles in psychology practice. During a doctoral program, educational psychology students strengthen
their research and analytical skills. By blending the fields of psychology and education, graduate students build the skills required for career paths in psychology, research, and education. For example, a doctorate meets the requirements for academic roles, such as psychology professor. Graduates can also work in research, training and development,
school psychology, and instructional development. Earning a doctorate requires a significant investment of both time and money. Before considering a doctorate in educational psychology, prospective students should make sure they meet admission requirements. Some Ph.D. in educational psychology programs require a master's degree for
admission, while others admit applicants with a bachelor's degree. Programs may expect candidates to have a psychology degree or meet course prerequisite requirements to enter the program. Applicants with a master's degree may qualify for a fast track within their doctoral program. Admission requirements often include a minimum GPA and
standardized test scores. Choosing an Online Doctoral Educational Psychology Program Finding the right educational psychology program will affect a doctoral student's education and career opportunities. Prospective applicants should carefully research their options to ensure they make the right choice. Factors such as cost, program length, and
delivery format can help applicants narrow their options and find a good fit for their schedule and academic needs. Applicants should consider questions like: Does the program offer specializations in the their area of interest? Does the program emphasize practice, research, or both? What options will doctoral students have for faculty advisors?
Considering these issues will help doctoral students find the program that best meets their needs. Accreditation for Online Educational Psychology Degree Programs Prospective applicants should always choose an accredited educational psychology program. Regionally accredited schools and programs meet the highest standards for educating
students in psychology. Accredited universities can also distribute federal financial aid to students, and they are more likely to transfer credits from other accredited institutions. Many psychology careers require an accredited degree. For example, licensed psychologists must attend a psychology doctoral program accredited by the American
Psychological Association (APA) to apply for a license. The APA does not currently accredit any fully online doctoral psychology programs, though several accredited programs offer coursework partially online. Learn more about why accreditation matters in our accreditation guide. What Else Can I Expect From a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology
Program? An educational psychology degree emphasizes research and analytical skills. During a doctorate in educational psychology, graduate students take courses in human development, theories of learning, and the instructional process. They design and implement research studies and analyze the results to write a dissertation. Doctoral
candidates focus their training through specialized courses in areas like educational technology, the psychology of motivation, and instructional design. Many programs also incorporate practicum requirements, which provide experience in educational psychology for doctoral candidates considering careers in psychology practice. This section
introduces common educational psychology courses and the requirements for earning a doctorate. Common Courses for an Online Doctorate in Educational Psychology Lifespan Development: Students explore developmental milestones that occur in the prenatal, childhood, adolescent, adult, and late-adult stages of life. They examine the impact of
genetic and environmental factors on human development, as well as strategies and interventions used to promote and sustain healthy developmental processes. Human Motivation: Educational psychologists must understand what forces drive students' behaviors in order to support academic achievement and social and emotional development. This
class provides an overview of the diverse historical and contemporary theories behind human motivation, with a particular emphasis on children and adolescents. Theories of Learning: The best educational psychologists understand the full range of how student learning takes place. This class covers theories of learning, including constructivism,
behaviorism, cognitivism, gestalt, information processing, and humanism. It also reviews theories of cognitive processes, such as language and memory. Psychology of the Exceptional Individual: Educational psychologists often work with students who deviate significantly from the norm in behavior and achievement. This can mean counseling students
with physical or learning disabilities, or it can involve working with exceptionally gifted or talented students. The course emphasizes the importance of inclusion and diverse learning environments. Ethics and Standards of Psychology: To prepare students for the realities of their profession, many online Ph.D. in educational psychology programs
feature coursework on ethics and professional standards. Students confront the ethical dilemmas that often arise in academia, individual counseling, and when working within diverse communities. This course also introduces students to ethical questions they may face if a client becomes involved in the legal system. How Long Does It Take to
Complete an Online Doctorate in Educational Psychology Program? Earning a Ph.D. in educational psychology online usually takes 3-7 years, but this can vary depending on a few factors. The first stage in earning your doctoral degree is completing required coursework. Students often take these classes as part of a cohort, meaning they learn
alongside their peers as they progress through the program together. However, some programs may be self-paced, allowing students to proceed at their own speed. Most full-time students finish their coursework in 2-3 years. The second stage of earning a psychology doctoral degree is completing a dissertation. Generally speaking, students work
with a faculty advisor on their dissertations, but they do the majority of their research and writing independently and at their own pace. When finished, students defend their dissertation in front of a faculty committee. Most full-time students complete the dissertation process in 1-4 years. Paying for Your Online Doctorate in Educational Psychology
Degree The first step toward earning an educational psychology Ph.D. online is completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA connects eligible students with various kinds of financial support, including grants, loans, and work-study opportunities. Students do not need to pay back federal grants or work-study wages,
but they do need to repay loans. However, federal loans have relatively low interest rates, and the federal government may also forgive all or a portion of a loan if a student works in public service for a set period of time. Many states and private organizations offer scholarships to students based on academic achievement, community service, or
financial need. Teachers looking to transition to a career as an educational psychologist may also qualify for discounted tuition or tuition reimbursement, depending on the program and their employer. Finally, students can apply for private student loans. While these loans can be helpful in financing a part of the total cost of education, students should
avoid taking out private loans to cover the majority of their tuition and other expenses. Private loans typically have higher interest rates than federal loans, and private loan organizations usually do not forgive loans for public service. Educational Psychology Jobs A Ph.D. in educational psychology prepares graduates for a variety of careers. While
many work directly in the field of educational psychology as researchers or academics, a doctorate can also lead to opportunities as a training and development manager, school psychologist, or student development director. Educational psychologists can also work in private practice or pursue roles in instructional design, educational coordination, or
counseling. Learn more about the job description, median salary, and job outlook for common educational psychology jobs below, and then check out our page on careers with a psychology degree. true Training and Development Manager $113,350 7% Training and development managers oversee the development of an organization's human
resources. They conduct assessments to determine training needs, design programs to meet those needs, and manage training and development specialists. They also evaluate programs and instructors, manage training budgets, and update current training programs. A background in educational psychology helps training and development managers
create programs and instructional methods. true School Psychologist $80,370 3% School psychologists use their understanding of human behavior to support student learning. They may help students address emotional problems, design and implement plans to boost a student's academic performance, or collaborate with teachers and administrators
to develop broader teaching and learning strategies. Most school psychologists hold a doctoral degree, like an online educational psychology Ph.D. true Postsecondary Teacher in Psychology $79,540 9% Postsecondary teachers instruct and advise students at trade schools, colleges, and universities. They also conduct psychological research or write
about topics in educational psychology. While a master's degree may be sufficient for jobs at community colleges, most professorial jobs require a doctoral degree. true Instructional Coordinators $66,290 6% Rather than working with individual students, instructional coordinators design, implement, and assess school curricula and teaching
standards. Instructional coordinators often need an advanced degree, and online educational psychology Ph.D. programs can help students develop the skills and knowledge necessary to create strong learning experiences for students. true School Counselor $57,040 8% School counselors support the academic and social-emotional development of
students. They evaluate a student's abilities or aptitude through various assessments; work to address issues that affect school performance; and help administrators create programs and policies meant to curb bullying, drug use, or other problems. School counselors usually hold an advanced degree. true Substance Abuse, Behavioral Disorder, or
Mental Health Counselor $46,240 25% After earning an educational psychology Ph.D. online, some graduates may work exclusively with students who struggle with behavioral or mental health issues. These professionals often collaborate with schools and educational organizations, but they may also work at treatment centers or in private practice.
These positions typically require an advanced degree.
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