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person,	he	is	hard	at	work,	still	plugging	away	his	recent	release,	Chennai	Express.	The	romantic	comedy,	directed	by	Rohit	Shetty	and	starring	Khan	alongside	Deepika	Padukone,	has	collected	an	unconfirmed	gross	domestic	box	office	takings	of	₹	171.71	crore	since	its	9	August	release.	Khan,	whose	company	Red	Chillies	Entertainments	co-
produced	the	blockbuster	along	with	Disney	UTV,	could	put	up	his	legs	for	a	well-earned	break,	but	the	famously	energetic	actor	has	no	time	for	leisure.	“When	I	am	not	shooting,	I	feel	emptied	out,	so	I	trouble	everybody	else,"	he	said	during	an	interview	at	his	office,	which	is	located	behind	his	residence.	“The	people	at	UTV	must	be	tired	of	me,
since	I	make	them	work	on	weekends."	Pre-	as	well	as	post-release	marketing	activities	have	bookended	the	release	of	Chennai	Express,	whose	estimated	cost	of	production	is	₹	70	crore	and	which	opened	across	an	estimated	3,500	screens	in	India	and	700	screens	in	overseas	territories.	The	hugely	positive	audience	response	on	the	opening	weekend
—it	was	the	solo	release—didn’t	flag,	nor	did	the	marketing	efforts,	which	moved	to	targeting	viewers	who	might	have	been	put	off	by	indifferent	reviews.	By	making	appearances	at	product	launches,	visiting	theatres	where	the	movie	is	playing,	and	scheduling	interviews	on	its	success,	Khan	and	his	team	have	extended	the	film’s	shelf	life.	“Critics
had	already	made	up	their	minds,	while	the	trade	was	looking	at	the	collections,"	Khan	said.	“But	the	audience	is	impressionable;	they	ask,	‘tell	me	what	am	I	coming	to	watch’.	I	needed	to	tell	them	that	it’s	not	a	Chak	De	(a	serious	drama),	nor	it	is	an	action	film	or	a	Southern	remake.	It	is	a	comedic	film	and	a	clean	and	straight-forward	family
entertainer	that	is	easy	on	the	eye.	It	is	not	Almodovar,	but	it	is	not	Iron	Man	either."	Chennai	Express’s	gargantuan	profits	will	remove	any	doubts	about	Khan’s	ability	to	influence	movie-going	behaviour	at	a	time	when	being	a	superstar	means	rolling	out	nothing	less	than	a	₹	100-crore	moneyspinner—everytime.	Every	male	star	is	staking	his
reputation	on	being	able	to	generate	phenomenal	box-office	business,	and	by	powering	Chennai	Express	to	its	numbers,	Khan	has	been	able	to	prove,	yet	again,	that	he	hasn’t	lost	his	touch.	“Much	as	I	would	like	to	deny	it,	it	is	a	monkey	off	my	back	and	a	donkey	off	my	mind,"	he	said	about	the	₹	100-crore	mania.	“If	I	knew	why	the	film	clicked,	I
would	make	another	one."	Khan	attributes	Chennai	Express’s	popularity	to	its	“feel-good"	and	“happy"	qualities.	He	predicted	that	the	movie	would	be	equally	popular	on	television.	“There	is	a	simple	love	story	running	through	the	film—it	is	not	an	intense	love	story,"	he	said.	“Adi	(Yash	Raj	Films’	Aditya	Chopra)	told	me	that	the	South	India	angle	has
worked	in	its	favour—it	is	a	whole	new	space	for	a	Hindi	film.	The	characters	look	and	feel	new."	Was	there	some	consternation	at	the	amount	of	Tamil	in	the	dialogue,	which	is	not	subtitled	but	translated	by	the	movie’s	characters?	“One	person	joked	and	said,	when	are	we	buying	the	Hindi	rights,"	Khan	said.	“People	told	us	to	put	subtitles.	Then
there	was	a	discussion	about	whether	we	should	use	Devnagiri	or	Roman	for	the	subtitles.	When	the	film	was	narrated	to	me,	the	best	part	was	that	the	(Tamil)	language	was	not	explained,	so	the	audience	became	like	the	hero.	When	people	said	that	this	could	be	the	movie’s	downfall,	I	got	a	bit	scared.	Is	it	not	the	essence	of	the	film?"	The
filmmakers	took	a	risk	with	Tamil,	but	opted	for	a	safer,	less	zanier	climax	than	had	been	originally	planned.	“We	had	a	madcap	ending,	but	then	you	don’t	take	anything	back,	you	go	back	emotionally	empty,"	Khan	said.	“A	film	should	leave	you	with	little	more	than	an	empty	pack	of	popcorn."	Khan	is	also	looking	at	scripts,	but	he	won’t	be	wearing
his	producer’s	hat	while	doing	so.	“I	still	haven’t	got	into	the	space	that	because	I	am	a	producer,	I	will	design	a	film	for	myself,"	he	said.	“When	I	made	Ra.One	(in	2011),	no	one	wanted	to	produce	it	with	me	because	of	the	cost.	The	safety	net	I	have,	is	that	I	will	cast	myself	if	I	am	being	asked,	so	we	can	muster	up	the	money	and	I	can	market	it
without	spending	too	much."	A	steady	revenue	source	for	his	company	is	its	visual	effects	department,	which	has	worked	on	several	films,	including	the	upcoming	Krissh	3.	“I	want	to	do	the	visual	effects	creatively,	I	want	to	do	some	big	Hollywood	films,	otherwise	we	can	do	the	bread	and	butter	stuff	every	day,"	he	said.	Red	Chillies	is	also	looking	at
producing	movies	that	won’t	feature	its	famous	patron.	“We	have	been	creating	producers	within	the	company,	since	I	don’t	have	the	time	to	do	business,"	Khan	said.	His	next	movie,	the	dance-themed	comedy	Happy	New	Year,	is	a	joint	venture	between	his	company	and	director	Farah	Khan’s	Three’s	Company	Productions,	but	they	are	hunting	for
another	producer.	“We	are	looking	for	someone	to	co-produce—I	am	not	going	to	put	the	pressure	of	too	many	wedding	dances	on	myself,"	he	joked.	Never	miss	a	story!	Stay	connected	and	informed	with	Mint.	Download	our	App	Now!!	Topics	Numerous	Tamilians	living	in	Mumbai	often	took	the	Madras	Mail	to	the	state	of	their	origin	in	their
childhood.	The	train	stopped	at	nearly	every	station	on	the	railway	map	before	finally	disgorging	its	exhausted	passengers	at	the	central	terminus.	Rohit	Shetty’s	new	movie	is	titled	Chennai	Express	but	it	is	a	bit	like	the	Madras	Mail—it	chugs	slowly	and	inexorably	to	its	foregone	conclusion.	The	story,	credited	to	K.	Subhash,	has	tremendous
unrealised	potential	to	be	a	zippy	and	zany	screwball	comedy.	Rahul	(Shah	Rukh	Khan)	is	trying	to	duck	out	of	his	duty	of	immersing	his	recently	departed	grandfather’s	ashes	by	taking	a	holiday	in	Goa.	Instead,	he	gets	embroiled	in	the	affairs	of	Meena	(Deepika	Padukone),	a	Tamilian	whose	attempts	to	flee	her	wedding	to	a	man	of	her	father’s
choice	are	foiled	by	her	bulky	and	menacing	relatives.	Through	a	series	of	circumstances	that	could	have	been	funnier	but	aren’t,	Rahul	and	Meena	arrive	in	her	Kumban	village,	where	Meena	passes	off	Rahul	as	her	lover,	earning	the	wrath	of	her	stern	gangster	father	(Sathyaraj).	Attempted	escapes	and	bonding	sessions	against	a	clearly	Goan
backdrop	follow,	leading	to	the	inevitable	exchange	of	lovelorn	looks	and	the	evolution	of	Rahul	from	wimp	into	hero.	There	are	moments	of	vim	and	wit	spread	over	the	142-minute	duration	and	mostly	stacked	in	the	beginning,	when	Shetty	introduces	the	movie’s	leitmotif	of	a	clash	of	cultures	between	North	and	South.	This	clash	turns	out	to	be	little
more	than	a	contest	of	differing	languages	and	accents—the	world	doesn’t	seem	to	have	changed	much	since	the	days	of	Padosan.	Meena	mangles	her	Hindi,	while	her	family	and	community	members	chatter	away	in	Tamil,	which	is	helpfully	translated	for	the	sake	of	Rahul	and	bewildered	non-Tamilian	viewers.	The	movie	doesn’t	have	any	equivalent
of	Anu	Menon’s	fictitious	Lolakutty	character,	who	entertained	viewers	of	Channel	[V]	with	her	hilarious	and	perceptive	witticisms	about	Malayaliness.	Social	observation	isn’t	Shetty’s	forte,	to	be	sure,	and	is	nigh	impossible	in	a	movie	whose	dialogue	writers	are	the	impoverished	punsters	Sajid-Farhad.	Shetty	does	work	hard	to	be	true	to	the	story
setting.	He	packs	the	movie	with	a	largely	Tamilian	cast,	drawn	from	a	pool	of	extras	and	television	talent,	although	he	squanders	the	potential	of	a	seasoned	actor	like	Sathyaraj.	Tamil	folk	and	film	music	influences	can	be	heard	on	the	soundtrack,	while	the	choreography	attempts	to	replicate	the	energy	of	song-and-dance	sequences	in	Tamil	movies.
There’s	even	a	“lungi	dance"	at	the	end	to	name-check	Bollywood’s	tribute	to	the	reigning	god	of	Tamil	cinema,	Rajinikanth,	but	the	entire	endeavour	proves	to	be	as	ersatz	as	Padukone’s	Tamil	accent.	The	fascination	with—and	accompanying	exoticisation	of—Tamil	popular	culture	by	a	section	of	the	Hindi	movie	business	not	just	too	silly	to	be
offensive—it	is	proving	to	be	an	increasingly	shallow	exercise.	Bollywood	has	built	bridges	with	the	Tamil	and	Telugu	film	industries	in	recent	years,	leading	to	several	remakes,	co-productions	and	a	crossover	of	talent	on	all	sides.	Chennai	Express	is	careful	to	maintain	the	healthy	equation,	but	in	the	process,	Shetty	never	lets	it	rip.	He	is	content	with
doling	out	a	festive	season	timepasser,	which	is	the	solo	release	for	the	Eid	weekend	and	has	been	plastered	across	so	many	screens	in	the	country	and	the	world	that	its	success	is	guaranteed.	But	since	when	did	business	smarts	compensate	for	entertaining	cinema?	The	inevitable	journey	to	the	bank	is	enlivened	by	Padukone’s	luminosity	and	Khan’s
enthusiastically	over-the-top	performance,	which	includes	sending	up	his	screen	persona	and	periodically	contorting	his	weathered	face.	Khan	grins	through	the	comic	bits	and	grimaces	through	the	romantic	scenes,	secure	in	the	knowledge	that	he	doesn’t	need	to	try	too	hard	to	hit	the	jackpot.	Everybody	involved	with	this	movie	already	has.	Chennai
Express	opened	on	Thursday.	Never	miss	a	story!	Stay	connected	and	informed	with	Mint.	Download	our	App	Now!!	Topics	Continue	reading	the	main	storyMovie	ReviewThe	Bollywood	superstar	Shah	Rukh	Khan	in	Rohit	Shetty’s	“Chennai	Express.”Credit...UTVChennai	ExpressDirected	by	Rohit	ShettyAction,	Comedy,	DramaNot	Rated2h
21m“Chennai	Express”	feels	like	a	sumptuous	meal	with	carefully	chosen	wine	and	tasty	appetizers	but	a	botched	main	course.	Money	and	visual	care	have	been	lavished	on	this	Bollywood	action-comedy-romance	and	glossy	stars	engaged	(Shah	Rukh	Khan	and	Deepika	Padukone).	But	the	movie	chugs	along	for	most	of	its	2	hours	and	20	minutes
searching	for	comedy	and	characters	in	a	frantically	overplotted	story.It’s	not	that	no	one	is	trying.	Mr.	Khan	became	the	King	of	Bollywood	with	a	boyish	mischievousness	that	melts	into	puppy-dog	sincerity.	He’s	47	now	and	working	hard	in	“Chennai	Express.”	He	plays	Rahul,	a	callow	sweets	seller	who	for	unconvincing	reasons	never	married.
Though	the	movie	prudently	gives	his	age	as	40,	the	character	hardly	differs	from	a	standard-issue	20-year-old	hero.	Mr.	Khan’s	efforts	to	invest	this	boy-man	with	charm,	and	the	movie	with	comic	pop,	mostly	fall	flat.	(The	script	works	against	him,	too.)	His	performance	comes	alive,	though,	when	he’s	dancing	and	when,	transformed	by	love,	he
becomes	serious,	tear-stained	and	bloodied	in	the	last	20	minutes.	That	old	puppyish	sincerity	has	become	something	like	mature	feeling.“Chennai	Express”	wastes	a	lot	of	time	with	its	elaborate	setup,	full	of	setbacks	and	voice-over	explanations.	There	are	a	few	funny	bits,	as	when	Rahul	helps	a	gang	of	thugs,	each	bigger	and	nastier-looking	than
the	next,	onto	a	moving	train,	the	Chennai	Express.	(It	helps	that	this	sequence	is	mostly	silent.)	On	the	train,	Rahul	meets	Meena	(Ms.	Padukone),	the	daughter	of	a	South	Indian	don.	The	thugs	he	so	kindly	helped	have	kidnapped	her	to	bring	her	back	to	Daddy,	and	now	have	made	him	their	prisoner,	too.	Toward	the	end,	the	movie	shifts	tone
dramatically,	if	not	surprisingly	for	Bollywood.	Rahul	lectures	the	men	in	Meena’s	village	about	respecting	women’s	emotions.	He	then	fights	off	all	comers	to	win	her	and	earn	respect.	Powered	by	love	and	lifted	by	violence,	he	now	can	lay	down	the	law:	Be	nice	to	women.	(This	hardly	seems	a	workable	civic	model.)The	director,	Rohit	Shetty,	has	a
playful	visual	sense,	evident	from	the	first	shot:	the	camera	views	Mr.	Khan	from	below,	as	if	he	were	standing	on	a	glass	sheet,	before	swooping	up.	These	flourishes,	though,	often	seem	divorced	from	the	material.	Not	so	the	South	Indian	scenery,	made	glorious	by	Mr.	Shetty’s	saturated	palette	and	showman’s	ability	to	transform	nature	into	an	eye-
popping	stage	set.	Reviews	Danny	Bowes	August	09,	2013	"Chennai	Express"	On	paper,	"Chennai	Express"	is	as	safe	a	bet	as	blockbusters	get:	a	director	with	a	string	of	hits	to	his	name	(Rohit	Shetty)	working	with	two	huge	movie	stars	(Shahrukh	Khan	and	Deepika	Padukone)	whose	previous	collaboration	yielded	commercial	and	critical	success
(2007's	"Om	Shanti	Om").	Add	romance,	comedy,	action,	and	adventure,	and	you	should	be	all	set.	Although	Hollywood	has	seen	would-be	blockbusters	falter	this	year,	most	of	those	were	either	prohibitively	expensive	to	begin	with,	in	unpopular	genres,	or	marketed	poorly	(if	at	all).	"Chennai	Express"	would	seem	to	have	none	of	those	issues,	and	the
only	business-related	question	remaining	is	whether	it's	going	to	be	a	big	hit,	or	an	enormous	hit.	This	leaves	the	movie	itself,	which	could	very	easily	be	an	afterthought	in	the	wake	of	all	its	marketing	heft,	but	isn't	at	all.	It's	just	enough	of	a	change	of	pace	for	Rohit	Shetty	to	seem	like	a	radical	step	forward	without	being	so	much	of	one	as	to	be
unrecognizable,	as	it's	still	funny	and	exciting,	and	the	visuals	pop.	It	should	be	noted	as	well	that	Shahrukh	Khan,	who's	recently	spent	quite	a	bit	of	energy	pretending	that	he's	not	pushing	50,	directly	addresses	that	issue	in	"Chennai	Express,"	even	letting	Deepika	Padukone	spend	a	whole	scene	making	fun	of	him	for	looking	old.Padukone	got	top
billing	in	the	movie	due	to	Khan	ceding	it	as	a	personal	statement	unrelated	to	this	particular	project.		She	deserved	it	regardless.	"Chennai	Express"	very	quietly	becomes	her	movie,	before	we	even	realize	it's	happening.	The	story	begins	with	sheltered	Mumbai	sweet	seller	Rahul	(Khan)	agreeing	to	transport	half	of	his	grandfather's	ashes	to
Rameshwaram,	near	the	southernmost	point	of	India	(about	as	far	away	from	Mumbai	as	one	can	get	without	leaving	the	country,	in	other	words).	After	a	series	of	comic	mishaps,	Rahul	ends	up	trapped	with	a	beautiful	young	Tamil	lady	named	Meena	(Padukone)	and	several	large,	unfriendly	men	in	the	employ	of	her	powerful	father,	sent	by	him	to
bring	her	back	home	to	marry	a	hulking	brute.	The	twist	here	is	that	rather	than	Rahul	discovering	an	inner	heroism	and	saving	the	imperiled	damsel	from	the	fates	that	beset	her,	Meena	spends	the	rest	of	the	film	bailing	him	out	of	mortal	danger.	In	a	film	mostly	consisting	of	broad	comedy	and	action	setpieces,	it's	ironic	that	the	most	compelling
element	would	be	the	subtlety	of	the	heroine's	string-pulling.	To	Padukone's	credit	as	an	actor,	she's	able	to	gracefully	keep	that	element	both	omnipresent	and	nearly	invisibly	subtextual.	Much	of	the	overt	action	belongs	to	Shahrukh	Khan,	with	his	comedic	fish-out-of-water	flailing	as	Rahul.	Of	all	the	elements	in	his	skill	set,	comedy	has	always	been
Khan's	shakiest.	He	can	be	quite	funny	at	times	and	catastrophically	irritating	at	others	(even	in	different	iterations	of	the	same	joke,	as	is	the	case	here).	However,	if	Khan	can	be	relied	on	for	any	one	thing,	it's	to	deliver	a	Movie	Star	Moment	when	a	film	needs	it	most.	He	does	that	as	dependably	as	any	star	in	world	cinema,	and	his	skills	are	on
display	here	as	well.	The	way	in	which	he	delivers	the	goods	at	the	end	of	"Chennai	Express"	is	fascinating.	It	plays	up	the	artificiality	of	movie	star	heroism	and	even	undercuts	traditionally	codified	masculinity	and	patriarchy,	all	while	being,	to	all	appearances,	the	very	model	of	old	fashioned	cinematic	and	social	values.	And	yet	by	the	end	of
"Chennai	Express,"	Shetty,	Padukone,	and	Khan	are	all	very	clear	that	they	regard	Rahul	and	Meena	as	equals.As	notable	as	this	dynamic	is,	it's	still	secondary	to	the	blockbuster	machinery	of	the	rest	of	the	film.	"Chennai	Express"	is	a	romantic	action	adventure	comedy,	and	it	delivers	the	goods	on	all	four	counts.	The	only	time	it	ever	really	goes	off
the	rails—albeit	briefly—is	with	some	of	the	broader	ethnic	stereotyping	of	South	Indians.	While	the	cringe-inducing	parts	are	brief,	and	Shetty	does	his	best	to	invert	stereotypes	once	he	introduces	them,	it	would	be	advisable	to	not	engage	in	Northsplaining	to	offended	South	Indians	why	it's	all	really	okay	and	they	should	lighten	up.	Ethnic	humor	is
a	delicate	balance	at	the	best	of	times.	Delicacy	is	not	always	on	display	here.Marred	though	it	is	by	those	moments,	this	is	still	an	entertaining	movie	for	the	rest	of	its	running	time.	Whether	it's	the	wealth	of	meta-cinematic	references	to	both	Shetty's	and	Khan's	other	work,	or	the	evolving	romance	between	Khan	and	Padukone,	or	the	handsomely
mounted	action,	or	the	occasionally	excellent	songs,	"Chennai	Express"	always	has	something	up	its	sleeve.
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