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Villain Codex, a Pathfinder Roleplaying Game hardcover sourcebook by Alexander Augunas, Logan Bonner, Paris Crenshaw, Dan Dillon, Crystal Frasier, Amanda Hamon, Eric Hindley, Mikko Kallio, Dale C. McCoy ]Jr., Stephen Radney-MacFarland, Thomas M. Reid, Alistair Rigg, Alex Riggs, Mark Seifter, and Linda Zayas-Palmer, was released on
November 16, 2016. “ Villains are at the heart of every great adventure—scheming, plotting, and causing mayhem—but creating a convincing and detailed group of antagonists is no easy task. Pathfinder RPG Villain Codex serves up 20 groups of vile miscreants waiting to menace your player characters and foil their every plan. Inside this time-saving
tome, you will find a wide variety of foes, from a scheming regal court to a sinister doomsday cult, ready to challenge characters of any level. These villains come equipped with a host of new rules elements to give them the edge against players and fit into nearly any campaign! Villain Codex is an essential addition to the Pathfinder Roleplaying Game.
This imaginative tabletop game builds on more than 15 years of system development and an open playtest featuring more than 50,000 gamers to create a cutting-edge RPG experience that brings the all-time best-selling set of fantasy rules into a new era. Pathfinder RPG Villain Codex includes: Complete sections for 20 villainous organizations,
including a power-hungry arcane society, a greedy merchant caravan, a fleet of scandalous pirates, a creepy secret society, and a wily thieves' guild. Trade blows with the serpentfolk-worshiping monks of Fang Monastery, match wits with the sly bandits of the Merry Outlaws, or defend civilization from the wild druids of Nature's Scourge! Information
on each organization's history and structure, along with plot hooks to get the players interested in confronting the group. New rules in each villain section, including feats, spells, and magic items. A wide variety of new stat blocks for all organization members, using each villain section's new rules. Premade encounter groups, allowing Game Masters
to quickly make use of the villains in every section. ... And much, much more! ” Contents Introduction (4) Arcane Society (6) Brutal Slavers (18) Carnival Troupe (30) Corrupt Guard (42) Cruel Musketeers (54) Death Cult (66) Demon Knights (78) Diabolical Church (90) Fang Monastery (102) Merchant Caravan (114) Merry Outlaws (126) Nature's
Scourge (138) Regal Court (150) Ruthless Brigands (162) Savage Marauders (174) Scandalous Pirates (186) Secret Society (198) Sinister Cult (210) Slayers' Guild (222) Thieves' Guild (234) Appendices (246) A well-developed villain can add just the right amount of pizzaz to movies, books and television. Roleplaying games are no exception. Paizo
publishing has created a book of antagonists for the Pathfinder RPG dripping with great fantasy art. The Pathfinder RPG Villain Codex is designed to give gamemasters a book full of pregenerated and fleshed out villains that can be dropped into any campaign or adventure in seconds. The book contains 254 pages, full-color villains and retails for
$44.99. The book breaks the list of villains into villainous organizations for ease of use. Need a villain for a thieves guild encounter? No problem. What about a villain from the political aristocracy? The codex has you covered. Here is a list of all 20 organizations in the book: arcane society, brutal slavers, carnival troupe, corrupt guard, cruel
musketeers, death cult, demon knights, diabolical church, fang monastery, merchant caravan, merry outlaws, nature's scourge, regal court, ruthless brigands, savage marauders, scandalous pirates, secret society, sinister cult, slayer's guild and thieves guild. Each villain entry contains all the necessary information on experience points, offense stats,
defense stats and detailed tactics. A wonderful piece of artwork also decorates the page and as is said, "A picture paints a thousands words." But the book is more than just a set of pretty pictures and villain statistics. There is also information on the criminal organization’s history and background along with plot hooks to get players involved in a
deeply immersive narrative. There are new rules in all of the 20 villain sections containing cool new feats, unique spells and magic items. For example, what would an encounter with the thieves guild be without full details on the villain's loaded shell game cups (page 236). A personal favorite part of this book that is helpful for gamemasters is a full
set of premade encounter groups. This saves so much time in preparation for game night and will get a campaign seeded with exciting new antagonists in no time at all. For example on page 185 of the codex, there are a list of encounters involving savage marauders. If a game master needed a leader of a band of destructive shock troops, he or she
could access the encounter page and be referred to an exact page number in the book where an appropriate villain would be listed. It even includes experience-point-based ratings to make sure the heroes don't get overpowered. An example of one of the new feats detailed in the book comes from the merchant's caravan section (page 115). Details are
given there for a feat called "craft shoddy item." This allows a character with the feat to craft items at a fifth of the cost but run the risk of destroying the materials in the process. But wait that's not all ... Instead of just looking at the stunning artwork of all the villains in the Pathfinder Villain Codex, gamers can literally make them leap onto the
tabletop with the supporting product Pathfinder Pawns: Villains Codex box. The first thing that gamers will notice after purchasing this item is the heft of the box. These cardboard miniatures are thick and durable. The box contains plate after plate of cool, full-color miniatures. The creative magicians at Paizo created more than 240 beautifully
illustrated cardboard pawns to accompany the villain codex book. Some miniatures are even presented with multiple copies so a gamemaster can create a small army or group. To use the book and miniatures, a gamemaster finds an appropriate villain for his or her game in the Villains book and locates the matching miniatures in the Pathfinder
Pawns: Villains Codex Box. For example if a gamemaster wants to bring a cruel musketeer villain such as a dragoon (page 61) to the tabletop, he or she can access the pawn box, find the minature and punch out a cool, sturdy cardboard miniature that looks exactly like the one on the pages of the Villains Codex. After purchasing these products, all
gamers need is a good map and some story text. Then a game of Pathfinder will come to life. The cost for the Pathfinder Pawns: Villains Codex box is $44.99 and is sold separately from the book. To find out more about the Pathfinder RPG and more of Paizo Publishing's roleplaying products, go to the Paizo website. rmorgenegg@desnews.com
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